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“Love of Gov’”      Text – Romans 13:1-7    Heidelberg QA 104       OT Reading – Jer 29:1-9; Dan 2:19b-23

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
My guess is that if I mention the following list of names, the blood of some of us will start to boil: Helen Clark, Hone Harawira, Louisa Wall – she who sponsored the same-sex marriage legislation.  Or maybe for us its John Key, John Banks, or Colin Craig who we find upsetting.  
Well, as much as we might dislike the ideology of some of our politicians, at least we in NZ have not been ruled by the likes of Adolf Hitler, or Joseph Stalin, or Vladimir Lenin, or Pol Pot, or Idi Amin , or Muamar Gaddafi, or Saddam Hussein.  At least we in NZ have not been ruled by a bloody tyrant who is responsible for the death of many citizens.  
Nevertheless, every day, as citizens of this country, we have laws to obey, taxes to pay, forms to fill out, votes to make, rules to abide by, duties to perform, responsibilities to render, and authorities to honour.  
But do we?  Really?  If Jesus is our King, if we are citizens of His Kingdom, are we not free from those who claim to rule on His earth?  
· If I wish to text while I drive, isn’t that my business?  
· If I want to tip my left over paint down the drain in the street, so what?  
· What is the point in voting?  Aren’t they all corrupt, anyway?  
· And I have no problem with cash jobs because the government takes too much tax anyway and then hands it out to bludgers who spend it all on lotto and cigarettes.  What’s wrong with that?
Well, there is no passage of the Bible that speaks about the principles relevant to these sorts of issues, more clearly, than Romans 13:1-7.  
In fact, apart from the odd verse here or there, such as the OT ones we read earlier, and the saying of Christ about ‘render to Caesar that which is Caesar’s,’ this is the only passage of the Bible that speaks in detail about God and the civil government and the believer’s attitude and obligations toward the civil government. 

Indeed, the uniqueness of this passage has led some to wonder if it really belongs in the Bible.  
Those of you who have been present in recent weeks will remember that we have been considering the call to love.  From 9-16 it was love for those inside the church and from 17-21 it was love for those outside the church, and especially our enemies.  And 13:8 says, “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.” So you can see why some think that perhaps the words of 13:1-7 were just plonked in Paul’s letter to the Romans at a later date.  Why would he give lots of commands about love and then pause to talk about the civil government and then start up again about love?  
· Well, in answer to those observations, let’s remember that Paul is writing to Christians where?  In Rome!  The capitol of the Empire.  
· And persecution, by the government, had already begun in a limited way and will get much worse, as Paul knows by the Spirit of the Lord.  
· And what is said in these verses is absolutely consistent with what Jesus said and how Jesus behaved toward the governing authorities, and the general verses about submission throughout the Bible.  
So let us not think for a moment that these words are unchristian or unscriptural.  
· They are, as 2 Tim 3:16 reminds us, words that are “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, that the man of God might be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  
· And they are, in view of the context of Romans, a part of what it means to ‘offer our bodies as living sacrifices,’ and how we ‘do not conform to the pattern of this world’ and are instead, ‘transformed by the renewing of our minds,’ which we see in 12:1-2.  
· And the motivation for our obedience to these commands is the mercy that God has shown us in Jesus Christ.
So, love of gov’.  Love for government or the Christian’s proper submission to civil government.  And today we consider three points: The reason for our submission, the nature of our submission, and the method of our submission. 
So first of all, the reason for submission to civil government.

1. And we find this made quite plain in vv1-2 where we are told that it is God who establishes the governing authorities.
a. And this is an outworking or an implication of the doctrine of God’s sovereignty.  The God of the Bible is a God who is omnipotent.  
i. And boys and girls, omnipotent is one of the three omni words that many boys and girls have heard at a young age and enjoy because of the sound of the words and what they mean – omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient.  Omni means ‘all,’ potent means ‘power,’ present means ‘present’ or ‘location,’ and scient means ‘knowing.’  So God is all powerful, everywhere present, and all knowing.  
A. And they are truths about God that are so encouraging.  When you a lying in bed at night and you hear a rattle or a creak or are thinking about some difficult thing you have to do the next way, you can tell yourself, my God is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient!  He can do all things, He is everywhere, and He knows everything!  
ii. And Psalm 115:3 is pretty plain about God’s omnipotence.  It says, “Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him.”  OK?  Nothing interferes with or gets in the way of God’s will.  “He does whatever pleases Him.”  
iii. But just in case we start to think that that god sounds a lot like Allah, the false god of the Moslems, who they believe does whatever he likes, end of story, let’s quickly remember what we also learned about the God of the Bible from Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  
iv. So God’s omnipotence, God’s all-powerfulness, God’s sovereignty, works for the good of those who love Him.   
v. And that truth is very important as we work through the consequences of what we read here in Rom 13 about civil government.  God is sovereign.  So nothing that happens happens outside of God’s power.  He is in control of all things, including human government.  
A. And we saw this stated quite plainly, earlier, in Daniel’s prayer, as he prayed, “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are His.  He changes times and seasons; He sets up kings and deposes them.”  
B. But civil government also is a part of how God works for the good of those who love Him.  And this is so whether that civil government be kind and gentle and orderly or harsh and merciless and chaotic.  
C. And we have seen an example of this made plain, already, in Romans.  If you turn back to Romans 9:17, there is mention made of Pharaoh.  
1) And you boys and girls will remember the story of Pharaoh and the children of Israel?  They were slaves.  They had to make a certain amount of bricks.  And then they were told they had to collect the straw for the bricks and still make the same amount of bricks each day.  And the Israelites were whipped and beaten, mercilessly.  And Pharaoh even started to kill all of the boy babies of the Israelites.  
2) But in v17 we read a quotation of Exodus 9:16, where God says about Pharaoh, “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  
3) Was Pharaoh a brutal tyrant?  Yes.  Did God’s people suffer, terribly, at his hands?  Yes.  But Pharaoh was raised up as ruler of Egypt by the power of God and to accomplish the purpose of God.  
D. And it was the same with Nebuchadnezzar who was the ruler of Babylon when Daniel prayed his prayer.  And through Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar was taught by God that he, Nebuchadnezzar, mighty as he was, was not in charge.  God is the ultimate ruler; God is the omnipotent one; God is the All-mighty.  
E. But it was the same, also, with the Roman Caesars, including Nero, who would cause the church so much harm.  
F. It was the same with Hitler and Saddam Hussein.
G. And it is the same, here in NZ, today, with PM John Key, and Mayor Liane Dalziel, and the policeman who pulls you over for speeding, and with Naomi Ferguson, who is the one who signs the letters you receive from the Inland Revenue Department, and with Mrs ‘Johnson’ who stands at the front of the classroom every day as your school teacher.  
H. You are to submit to their authority because all authority has its origins in our sovereign God.  
2. Now, before we move on to our second point, there may be some of you already wondering just how far this call to submit goes?  Must I obey all of them, all of the time?  
a. And we will have more to say about this matter in a moment.  But I am reminded of passage we were looking at in our fellowship group this past Wednesday evening.  It was a question asked of Jesus by the Pharisees, about what is a legitimate reason for divorce.  And if you boil Jesus’ answer down to its bare ones, it was no divorce!  And His answer stunned even the disciples.  
i. But as the King, who came to preach the kingdom, His answer was and had to be that citizens of His Kingdom marry; they do not divorce.  Divorce is inconsistent with the nature of the kingdom.  Divorce does not reflect the relationship between God and His people; between Christ and His church.  
ii. The Kingdom of Christ must be described in ideals and perfections, because of who Christ is and what He has done.  
iii. But the kingdom of Christ also recognizes that we live in a broken and fallen and sinful world.  The kingdom of Christ is a place where God’s people can experience forgiveness and grace and second-chances.  
iv. So, while the kingdom ideal is no divorce, God’s love and grace is deep enough to cope with and cover those times when we do not live up to His ideals.  
v. And while the kingdom ideal is submission to authorities, God’s love and grace is deep enough to cope with and cover those times when we do not live up to those ideals.  
vi. So what is being described here is not the ordinary duty that all citizens of a country have but the duty of those who have experienced the forgiving grace of God in Jesus Christ.
A. Are those in authority oppressive and unfair and unjust?  Submit.  At that moment when the urge to ignore or disobey or pay back evil for evil or rebel arises, I must remember that just as my Saviour submitted to these things, so must I.
Well, secondly then, the nature of our submission in vv3-5.
1. Boys and girls, if you have your Bibles, turn to the last verse of the Book of Judges.  And Mum or Dad can help you find it.  In that verse, you will find words that are mentioned a few times in the Book of Judges.  Would one of you read that for us?  “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”
a. In the Book of Judges, Israel grows as a nation.  The days of Moses and Joshua are in the past and there is an ever increasing spirit of rebellion and lawlessness among the twelve tribes.  And ch’s 17-21 of Judges make for horrible reading.  They have accounts in there of wicked idolatry and gross immorality.  So those last words of the Book of Judges explain why Israel needed a king.  
i. And what book comes next?  Ruth.  And at the end of Ruth, who is born?  Obed.  And Obed was the father of who?  Jesse.  And Jesse was the father of who?  David.  So David is held before us as the ideal king.  
ii. But in the next book of the Bible, 1 Samuel, we read about Israel’s first king, who was?  Saul.  And Saul was the people’s choice for king.  And that did not turn out so well.  David though is God’s choice for king.  An David is a man after God’s own heart who brings peace and prosperity to the nation of Israel.  
b. But that section of the Bible is a picture of what we read here in Romans 13.  Verse 4: The ruler is “God’s servant to do you good … He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”  You see, the men and women and boys and girls that make up the citizens of any country have at least one thing in common, which is a sinful heart.  And you may go to any country in the world and you will find a police force, law courts, and prisons.  Why?  Because crime is universal.  There have always been and there will always be those who break the law.  And so, for the promotion of good and for the punishment of evil, God has established the realm of civil government with its laws and law enforcement bodies to restrain those evil inclinations as much as possible.  
i. And here we also see another connection between this section of Romans and the verses before it.  What did v17 say?  “Do not pay back evil for evil … do what is right … live at peace … do not take revenge … do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  
A. Israel, in the time of the Judges, was a nation where every man did what was right in his own eyes – ch’s 17-18, and where whomever had a crime committed against them took their own revenge – ch’s 19-21.  And as a consequence, Israel was an awful place to live.  
B. And the same is so today.  Every now and then you read in the papers about what they call vigilante justice, where people take the law into their own hands.  And you get feuds and cartels and wrongful deaths and ever increasing spiral into chaos.  
C. Now, this is not to say that a system of law and police always gets it right.  But it has checks and balances in it that the system of personal revenge does not.  A functioning government and law and order enforcement system is God’s way.  
D. And what’s more, as we look to the example of our Saviour, remember that when He faced injustice, He endured it, as we have read numerous times from 1 Peter 2, and “He did not retaliate … Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.”
1) As believers, we know that there will not always be perfect justice here on earth.  But we know also that God will deliver true justice in the age to come.
ii. So my responsibility, as a follower of Christ, from v3, is “to do what is right” and to let the proper authorities “bear the sword” which God has given them.  Because these are God’s servants, I submit, I obey, I acquiesce, and I let God’s agents of justice on earth administer that justice.
2. Now, it would be irresponsible of me not to make at least a comment or two about the limits of this submission.  
a. As we have said, the kingdom ideal in any situation where there is one in authority and one required to submit, be it in marriage or in the parent/child relationship or at school or in the church or in business or in society is complete submission.  
i. But you boys and girls will remember the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Yes?  
A. Did they submit to the laws of Babylon?  Yes.  We know that, for example, because their Jewish names were Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, but they accepted the names given them by the Babylonian authorities and became S,M,A.  
B. But what happened when they required to worship the statue at pain of being thrown into the fiery furnace?  They refused to worship the statue because that broke the command of God to worship Him alone.  
ii. And when Peter and John, in Acts, were commanded by the Jewish authorities to stop preaching about Jesus, they replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God.  For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
iii. The government does not have the authority to forbid us from worshipping the Lord or sharing the gospel of God’s grace in Jesus Christ with others.  
iv. The government cannot compel us to do something that God forbids or forbid us from doing something that God commands.  
A. We could not, for instance, submit to a law requiring us to abort a disabled baby.  
B. And we should be prepared to make the teaching of God’s word known, peacefully, when we hear that one of our political parties wants to make abortion legal, including the right to abort disabled babies at any time in a pregnancy.  
v. But what we strive for, what we do if it is at all possible, and willingly, is to submit to the governing authorities.  
A. The instinct of sin, as we have noted, is to rebel, to seek an excuse not to obey, to look for different ways we can get out of our obligations.  But that is the pattern of this world, beloved.  That is the voice of the evil one.  That is not the voice of the Saviour.  
1) Again and again, He urges us to stick to the pathway of submission; to go low; to not stand on our rights or fairness; to endure hardship.  
2) He urges us to be like Him; the submitting Saviour, who emptied Himself and took to Himself the nature of a servant; who obeyed to the point of death on the cross.
B. For when we submit, looking to Jesus, we are, as we see in v5, not only doing what it is right and what makes for a peaceful society, but also doing what conscience demands.
So finally then, the method of our submission in vv6-7.
1. And there is not much more to say here beyond what has already been said.  But let’s think a little more about Jesus.  
a. Think about the Lord and King of creation, the Messiah of Israel, the one whom the temple pointed to, handing over the temple tax coin that the Pharisees told Him He was obligated to pay.  
b. Think about Jesus who, as He said, could have summoned legions of angels to deliver Him from the Roman soldiers and crucifixion, but who willingly submitted to the unjust rule of Pontius Pilate.  And think of Him who did all this to accomplish the forgiveness of your sins. 
· And so, in accord with vv6-7, when you are told to separate your rubbish and put it in the proper wheelie bin, what will you do?  
· And are the speed limits just recommendations or are they speed limits?  
· And when the IR3 form requires you to note down all your income, what will you note down?  
· And is it OK to call the police ‘the pigs?’  
· Is it OK, boys and girls, to call your school teacher Mrs grouchy or Old Fatso or whatever other names we might call those whom we are supposed to respect? 
As my Lord submitted, so I am to have a submissive heart and to be a submitter.  
And as my Lord did good, so I am to do good.  
And while we have a government that still, by and large, is committed to the truth and the rule of law and appears to be fairly free of corruption and permits me to worship in freedom, I give thanks and pray that the Lord might keep it so.  
But if the time comes when those commitments art gone and there is corruption and there is persecution, then may the Lord help each of us to submit wherever possible for the sake of our witness to King Jesus.  Amen.  
Amen.
